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WHAT CAN I READ ONLINE? 
 

 
 

This is a guide to finding interesting stories to read, listen to and watch online 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Part 1: Reading 
 
 
 

Part 2: Listening 
 
 
 

Part 3: Watching 
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PART 1: FINDING THINGS TO READ ONLINE 
 
CLASSIC LITERATURE 
 
Most books, plays and poems can be shared online 70 years after the author dies - which means 
that you can find a lot of whole books from Victorian times and the early 1900s online for free! 
Here’s a list of books you might find interesting: 
 
 Louisa May Alcott - Little Women 
 Jane Austen - Pride and Prejudice 
 Emily Brontë - Wuthering Heights 
 Robert Browning - Victorian Poems 
 Arthur Conan Doyle - A Study in Scarlet 
 Joseph Conrad - Heart of Darkness 
 Charles Dickens - A Tale of Two Cities 
 Charles Dickens - Great Expectations 
 Charles Dickens - Oliver Twist 
 Khalil Gibran - The Prophet 
 The Brothers Grimm - Grimms’ Fairy Tales 
 Frank Kafka - Metamorphosis 
 James Joyce - Dubliners 
 Christina Rossetti - Victorian Poems 
 William Shakespeare - Every single play! 
 Mary Shelley - Frankenstein 
 Bram Stoker - Dracula 
 Alfred, Lord Tennyson - Victorian Poems 
 H. G. Wells - The War of the Worlds 
 
 
MODERN STORIES 
The website MyON is a brilliant resource, containing over 7,000 books in a range of categories. A 
lot of them are illustrated. Have a look through these categories: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/1342
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/768
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/rb/works.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/244
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/219
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/98
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/1400
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/730
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/58585
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/2591
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/5200
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/2814
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/crossetti/works.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/100
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/84
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/345
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/tennyson/works.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/36
https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html
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We particularly like the famous stories that are retold in the ‘Social Studies’ section. Here are some 
of the biographies you can race through: 

 

 

 
 
SHORT STORIES AND POEMS 
You can find collections of short stories by classic authors online for free! 
 
Russian writer Anton Chekhov wrote many, many short stories: some are funny illustrations of 
Russian peasant life over 100 years ago; others are sad examples of the struggles other people 
face. You can find read through his stories here. 
 
Even further back in history, you can find some illustrated books that are possibly even more 
beautiful. English poet William Blake wrote two collections of poetry called Songs of Innocence and 
Songs of Experience - you can read them (they are very simple) and see the illustrations by clicking 
those links. Find out a little bit about them. 
 
The classic poem ‘The Raven’ by Edgar Allan Poe is a terrifying gothic masterpiece. You can read 
a virtual library book here. In this version, the pages turn themselves, and it’s an old book too, which 
makes reading it seem ghostly! 
 
There are 2,000 more poems (often read by the writers themselves!) at the Poetry Archive. 
 
 
GRAPHIC NOVELS, COMICS AND MANGA 
Here are some apps you can download to read on your phone: 
 
 ComicRack (Android, iOS, Windows) 
 Perfect Viewer (Android) 
 Simple Comic (Mac) 
 Manga Rock (iOS, Android) 
 Comixology (iOS, Android, Windows) 
 WebToon (Android) 

 
A lot of the comics on these apps are uploaded by the artists themselves, so some will be better than 
others!  If you are unsure if a comic is going to be suitable for you, please ask someone at home to 
have a look at it first. 
 
 
 

https://readon.myon.co.uk/library/browse.html?category=55
http://www.gutenberg.org/browse/authors/c#a708
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Songs_of_Innocence
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Songs_of_Experience
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/william-blakes-songs-of-innocence-and-experience
https://archive.org/stream/cu31924022002947?ref=ol#mode/2up
https://poetryarchive.org/
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NON-FICTION 
If you type in a topic you’re interested in on Researchify, you will get links from a mix of educational 
websites. Try searching for ‘vampires’ or ‘victorian women’ - the search tool works really well! 
 
 
PART 2: LISTEN 
Lots of storytellers have put recordings online, for free! Here are some suggestions: 
 
Audible. On the Audible Stories website, you can listen to lots of books and stories for free right now. 
Here are some suggestions: 
 
Books in French 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Books in German 
 
Books in Spanish 
 
Literary Classics 
Recommendations from this category  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.researchify.co.uk/
https://stories.audible.com/discovery
https://stories.audible.com/discovery/enterprise-discovery-21122523011?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_ds_dpsh_cntr-8
https://stories.audible.com/discovery/enterprise-discovery-21122524011?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_ds_dccs_sbtp-0-7
https://stories.audible.com/discovery/enterprise-discovery-21122525011?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_ds_dccs_sbtp-0-8
https://stories.audible.com/discovery/enterprise-discovery-21122353011?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_ds_dml_cntr-4


Page 5 of 5 

 
 
Books for Teenagers 
There are 67 books in this category, but recommendations include: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
On YouTube, every week, professional actors and volunteers are getting together to read through 
all of Shakespeare’s plays. This is called The Show Must Go Online. It started with a play called The 
Two Gentlemen of Verona. See how they make it dramatic even without a stage or props! 
 
If you’d prefer something a bit sillier, storyteller and author David Walliams is posting a new story 
every day on his website. 
 
Something darker? You can listen to Neil Gaiman reading The Graveyard Book, in full, also on 
YouTube. 
 
RJ Palacio’s novel Wonder is modern and marvellous. The writer herself is reading a bit of the book 
every day at 4pm. You can listen along for free. Find out how here. 
 
 
PART 3: WATCH 
There are a lot of Shakespeare plays you can watch for free on YouTube - but not all of them are 
good! 
 
A website called Marquee.tv currently has 18 different professional versions of Shakespeare plays. 
You can ask an adult to sign up for a 30 day trial to watch them for free. Once you have signed up, 
look for plays by the Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC), Shakespeare’s Globe, and Donmar 
Warehouse. Hamlet, The Tempest and Julius Caesar are particularly good! The BBC are also 
releasing some of RSC’s productions online- you should be able to find them on iPlayer over the 
next few weeks.  
 
If you’d like to watch Shakespeare being read, but don’t want to watch a whole play, you’re in luck. 
Patrick Stewart, one of the most famous British actors of the last century, is uploading a reading of 
a different Shakespeare sonnet to his Twitter account every day. Here is number one, number two, 
and number three. 
 
The National Theatre are streaming their plays every Thursday for free. Have a look at their website 
for more information. 
 
You can find 7 videos of Benjamin Zephaniah reading poems on his website, and another one (along 
with some writing ideas), on the Poetry Society’s website. 
 
 
 

Questions/Suggestions? Email Mrs Burton at caroline.burton@biddenham.beds.sch.uk 
 

https://stories.audible.com/discovery/enterprise-discovery-21122354011?ref=adbl_ent_anon_ds_ds_dpsh_cntr-3
https://robmyles.co.uk/theshowmustgoonline/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOAHj4ANGKw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOAHj4ANGKw
https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Jp6n1xLnvo&list=PLiYzMwyBPG97VarHw_ArMo17X36_tJ84O
https://twitter.com/RJPalacio/status/1242472768148590592
http://www.marquee.tv/
https://twitter.com/SirPatStew/status/1241871592700993536
https://twitter.com/SirPatStew/status/1242205662194601985
https://twitter.com/SirPatStew/status/1242573244860948481
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/at-home
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/at-home
https://benjaminzephaniah.com/videos/?doing_wp_cron=1585148323.9961950778961181640625
https://poetrysociety.org.uk/education/page-fright/benjamin-zephaniah/
mailto:caroline.burton@biddenham.beds.sch.uk

